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Found throughout sub-Saharan Africa,
Malachite Kingfisher is a species common
to reeds and aquatic vegetation near slow
moving water or ponds.
(Daniel Ston & Nathalie Richi)
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From the Editor:
What price a species?
Species are our currency. Their rarity, their declines and their
distribution inform and instruct the work of the BirdLife Partnership.
The data they provide tell us about many things—from the effects of
climate change to the unsustainable use of marine resources; from
the results of illegal hunting to agricultural intensification
Not surprisingly, we are often asked at BirdLife how much it costs
to save a species from extinction. Of course, there are no hard and fast
rules; it depends on the species, the location, the scale of the problem
and what needs to be done to fix it.
However, for a particular species in the middle of the Pacific—
Tahiti Monarch—I can tell you that to prevent the last 10 breeding
pairs from going extinct this coming year will cost $55,000.
Not a huge amount of money in the scheme of things.
These beautiful birds are threatened by introduced rats and ants
which destroy their nests and eat their babies. You’ll find out how you
can help them in this issue.
Also this issue, we take look at the project being funded by an
exciting new initiative developed by our Israeli Partner to raise
funds for migratory bird conservation—Champions of the Flyways.
The project, based in Georgia, is protecting birds at the Batumi
Bottleneck. With more than one million migrating raptors of up to
35 species passing through the area each autumn, it is simply the
greatest bottleneck for migrating birds of prey in all Eurasia.
The BirdLife Partnership is engaged in threatened species
conservation across the globe. One Partner leading the way is BirdLife
South Africa. You can find out what they are achieving on p.14.
These all exemplify our commitment to prevent extinctions in the
wild and to maintain and where possible improve the conservation
status of all bird species. Saving species, that’s what we do.
Martin Fowlie
World Birdwatch Editor
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Dear BirdLife supporters
and friends,
As you may have heard I will be
leaving BirdLife this May. This is
my goodbye note.
BirdLife (even before it was
called that) has been a big part
of three quarters of my life. I
joined LIPU (BirdLife in Italy)
as a volunteer aged 15 and
eventually took on the position
of BirdLife International Chief
Executive five years ago. A long
journey, full of extraordinary
things, people and events.
BirdLife has given me a
lot and I hope I have given
something back. If you ask me
what the major inspiration has
been in this long involvement in
conservation I would say firstly
the large scale change in my
own country in terms of attitude
and practices towards nature.
Something which gave me
courage in facing difficult sociocultural situations and belief in
achieving change at scale. The
second has been the birth of the
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BirdLife Partnership as we know
it today.
A model based on a simple
yet revolutionary theory of
change: building local capacity
for bird conservation as the only
way to achieve durable results.
An approach too few other
conservation organisations are
truly embracing.
It is complex work and
requires a difficult balance
between leadership and
empowerment, intercultural
relationships between “the
north” where most of the
resources are and “the south”
where most of the biodiversity
is, not to mention adapting to
the fast evolving new political
and economic balance of today’s
world.
Most challenging of all is
to work effectively together
across countries and continents.
As the world has become
more and more globalised, the
BirdLife Partnership model has
acquired even more relevance as

a mechanism to foster
international collaboration and
deliver across political borders.
My journey has not been
without disappointments. First
perhaps is the chronic inability
of humans to work together
around a common cause. As the
socio-economic and ecological
crisis deepens this is the single
most important thing humanity
needs: cohesion, coordination
and common purpose. The
conservation movement is no
exception.
The second disappointment
has been the lack of connection
between local and global
action. If we don’t tackle the
powerful global drivers we will
only continue to fire fight the
ever more frequent threats on
the ground. If the changes at a
political level are not inspired
by and not delivering at local
level, it will remain intention and
not impact. BirdLife and other
conservation organisations have
the opportunity to help bridge

this major divide. It is crucial to
success.
I am changing vehicle, not
my direction of travel. In my new
position at the helm of WWF
International, the purpose is to
continue to work and help the
conservation movement to rise
to the huge challenge faced by
nature and human-kind alike.
We will succeed only if we pull
together, and if we walk the talk.
I took the decision to leave
BirdLife not without a deep
internal dilemma but I feel I am
leaving a Partnership stronger
and better focused than ever and
I am certain that in following
the path agreed in Ottawa last
year, it will move from strength
to strength for birds, nature and
people.
Thanks to all of you for your
support.
Marco Lambertini
LIPU member 1973;
BirdLife International
Chief Executive 2014
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Vulture-killing drug now available on EU market
Diclofenac is a powerful anti-inflammatory drug that has wiped out
vulture populations in India, Pakistan and Nepal. Now, a repeat of
this ecological disaster is threatening Europe. Despite the fact that
safe alternative drugs are readily available, Diclofenac has been
authorised for use on domestic animals in Italy, and in Spain where
80% of European vultures live; it is now becoming widely available
on the EU market. According to experts in SEO/BirdLife (BirdLife
in Spain), RSPB (BirdLife in the UK) and the Vulture Conservation
Foundation, this may cause a European mass die off of endangered
and ecologically valuable wildlife in Europe.
Vultures have long suffered from unfavourable public opinion
in Europe, but as species that are built to do the dirty work of
ecological recycling, they are essential to the health and wellbeing of ecosystems. In Europe, four rare vulture species exist and

Europe’s vultures (here a
Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus)
have been recovering,
thanks to decades of
effort and millions of euros
investment in conservation
(orientalising; flickr.com)

The islands of São Tomé e Principe
are extraordinary in terms of the
richness and uniqueness of the
species found there. They are one
of Africa’s major centres of wildlife
endemism (including 28 endemic
bird species and many mammals,
reptiles and plants). The forests on
the islands have been classified
as the second most important for
biodiversity conservation in Africa.
Sadly, this exceptional biodiversity
is under serious threat, from
habitat loss and degradation
powered by agricultural
expansion and intensification
(mainly oil palm plantations).
In response, the São Tomé e
Príncipe Director of Environment,
Mr Arlindo E Carvalho has
launched the country’s
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International Species Action Plans
for Critically Endangered birds. The
plans—a result of work by BirdLife,
SPEA (BirdLife in Portugal), RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK) and others—
will guide the government
and other stakeholders in the
conservation of threatened birds
of the São Tomé islands. The
Plans were developed as part
of a BirdLife initiative to ensure
protection and conservation of
priority forest habitats on São
Tomé to reduce the extinction risk
of Critically Endangered birds and
benefit other threatened endemic
wildlife. The Plans focus on three
Critically Endangered birds: Dwarf
Olive Ibis Bostrychia bocagei, São
Tomé Fiscal Lanius newtoni and
São Tomé Grosbeak Neospiza

are continuing to face threats to their survival. Egyptian Vulture
Neophron percnopterus is listed as Endangered by BirdLife on behalf
of the IUCN Red List of Species while Cinereous Vulture Aegypius
monachus is listed as Near Threatened. Fortunately, thanks to
decades of conservation efforts and millions of euros invested,
vulture populations are recovering. The introduction of Diclofenac
now puts these efforts and investments in jeopardy.
In India, Pakistan and Nepal, Diclofenac was regularly used in the
1990s to treat cattle. When the animals died, Diclofenac remained in
the body and was eaten by vultures, causing their almost immediate
death. In about 10 years, the vulture populations in these countries
has declined by 99%, bringing some of the most common and iconic
large birds of the Indian subcontinent to the verge of extinction. This
also led to serious human health consequences as the availability of
unconsumed carrions led to an increase in stray dogs and spread of
diseases such as rabies. Thanks to joint campaign efforts from the
RSPB and its partner SAVE (Saving Asia’s Vultures from Extinction),
Diclofenac has been banned in India and we are beginning to
see signs of recovery for the Indian vulture population.
The EU and its Member States have a
legal obligation to conserve vultures under
the EU Birds Directive and EU Veterinary
Drugs legislation that require avoiding
ecological damage. An immediate ban
on veterinary Diclofenac is needed
to protect our vultures from the fate
of their Asian cousins, it would also
send a crucial signal encouraging
African countries to stop the spread of
Diclofenac, which is already affecting
the highly endangered populations of
African vultures ■

concolor. A separate plan has been
developed for Príncipe Thrush
Turdus xanthorhynchus, another

Critically Endangered bird found
in Príncipe; it will be launched in
the near future ■

São Tomé Grosbeak,
one of three Critically
Endangered endemic
birds that will
benefit from action
plans to conserve
their forest habitat
(August Thomasson;
worldsrarestbirds.com)
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Threat to vultures as Lesotho wind farm gets go-ahead
The controversial wind farm proposed for Lesotho’s MalutiDrakensberg has received the go-ahead from the Lesotho
Government. Conservationists are concerned that this decision
does not bode well for the future of vultures in the region, or for the
reputation of the fledgling wind energy industry in southern Africa.
The Maluti-Drakensberg Park has been identified as a
transboundary World Heritage Site – an area of global importance
for which both Lesotho and South Africa have responsibility. While
the proposed wind farm does not fall within the Park, vultures move
great distances and conservationists are concerned that the wind
farm will be a threat to the overall population in the region.
PowerNET Developments (Pty) Ltd applied for permission to
erect 42 wind turbines in north-eastern Lesotho. This site falls
within the breeding, roosting and foraging grounds of important
populations of both Bearded Gypaetus barbatus and Cape Vulture
Gyps coprotheres. Cape Vulture, which is only found in southern
Africa, is currently listed as Vulnerable. It is well known from
international studies that vultures are prone to colliding with wind
turbines.
BirdLife South Africa is concerned that the decision of the
Lesotho Government to issue environmental clearance for
the windfarm is procedurally flawed and not in line with the
internationally-recognised precautionary principle.
“Additional studies required by the Record of Decision
should have been completed prior to the approval, and should
have informed the decision”, said Samantha Ralston, Birds and
Renewable Energy Manager at BirdLife South Africa. There is also

Hunters from Lebanon, Jordan,
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Yemen and
Ethiopia have signed a Regional
Declaration on Responsible
Hunting, at a ceremony organised
by the BirdLife International and
UNDP/GEF Migratory Soaring
Birds (MSB) project, and the
Society for the Protection of
Nature in Lebanon (SPNL, BirdLife
iPartner).
Guests included responsible
hunters from the region, and
observers from the Lebanese
Higher Hunting Council, BirdLife
International and BirdLife Partners
from attending countries, the
Lebanese Ministry of Environment,
the European Federation of
Associations for Hunting &
Conservation (FACE), and the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).
The ceremony was part
of a larger scheme that the
MSB project discussed back in
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October 2011, during the MSB’s
first regional hunting workshop
in Beirut, when BirdLife Partners
reviewed hunting practices in the
region against the background of
European experience. In Europe,
BirdLife has signed a similar
agreement with FACE.
Dr. Saleem Hamadeh,
representing the Lebanese
Minister of Environment, reminded
guests that migratory birds are
protected under international laws
and conventions. He stated that
“to achieve complete protection
of migratory soaring birds we
need regional collaboration for
the organisation of responsible
hunting”.
Many of the hunters present
expressed their aspiration to
create national responsible
hunting groups with the “Code
of Best Practices for Hunters and
Hunting Groups for Responsible
Hunting and the Full Protection of

no assurance that stakeholders will be able to provide input on the
additional reports or seek recourse should they be dissatisfied with
the outcome. BirdLife South Africa and its conservation partners
have therefore requested that the decision be reviewed.
BirdLife South Africa does not believe that we need to choose
between renewable energy and birds. By working with wind energy
developers, environmental consultants, as well as government and
bird specialists, BirdLife South
Africa’s aim is to ensure that
renewable energy is
developed in a way
that is truly
sustainable ■
The proposed
wind farm is within
the breeding area of
the globally Vulnerable
Cape Vulture
(fveronsi1; flickr.com)

Migratory Soaring Birds” as their
core value.
Mr Osama Al Nouri, Regional
MSB project coordinator, declared:
“The MSB project aims to revive
the hunter’s traditional sustainable
hunting practices that do not
threaten migratory soaring birds
along the Rift Valley/Red Sea
flyway, to establish national and
regional responsible hunting
groups that will work closely with

BirdLife Partners as allies against
indiscriminate practices, and to
ensure firm government buy-in
through effective regulations
and efficient implementation of
national laws” ■
For more information on the
Code of Best Practices for
Responsible Hunting see:
www.migratorysoaringbirds.
undp.birdlife.org

Hunters will use the Code of Practice to set up national responsible
hunting groups (J Jreissati)
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As part of BirdLife’s Forest of Hope
Programme, BirdLife Partners
NABU (Germany) and Burung
Indonesia have initiated a project to
protect tropical forests in Gorontalo
province, Sulawesi. Almost 70% of
this province is still covered with forest
of high biodiversity value. The project
is funded by the International Climate
Initiative of Germany’s Ministry of
Environment.
The new RSPB Centre for
Conservation Science provides a
platform to strengthen collaboration
in finding conservation solutions
between BirdLife’s UK Partner, the
BirdLife Secretariat, and other BirdLife
Partners. Projects cover topics as
diverse as species declines, climate
change impacts, invasive alien species
eradications and ecosystem service
evaluation. For more information
www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/
science

Migrating and wintering vultures will now be able to perch safely (S Nikolov)

The notorious power line from Port
Sudan to the Red Sea coast, which
is estimated to have electrocuted
hundreds and perhaps thousands
of Endangered Egyptian Vultures
Neophron percnopterus since its
construction in the 1950s, has
been switched off.
This decisive action by the
Sudanese government and power
company officials follows years of
work by BSPB (BirdLife in Bulgaria),
and BirdLife’s UNDP/GEF Migratory
Soaring Birds (MSB) project and its
local NGO partner, the Sudanese
Wildlife Society (SWS).
The decision to
decommission and replace
the “killer line” followed a MSBfunded presentation to senior
government and power company
representatives by SWS President
Professor Ibrahim Hashim, in March
2013. By September, work had
begun on a new, fully insulated
distribution line running parallel to
the existing line.
Because of nearby rubbish
dumps, livestock farms and a
slaughterhouse, the area around
the power line has historically
been an important stopover
and wintering site for Egyptian
Vultures, though much smaller
numbers have been recorded in
recent years. In the paper Persistent
electrocution mortality of Egyptian
Vultures Neophron percnopterus
over 28 years in East Africa (Bird
Conservation International,
Volume 23, Issue 01, March 2013,
pp 1–6), Professor Hashim and
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authors from BSPB and the RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK) suggest “this
power line may have caused
the death of sufficient Egyptian
Vultures to partially explain
population declines in the Middle
East, from where the electrocuted
birds may originate.”
Europe’s Egyptian Vultures
also migrate in winter to join the
resident population in Africa.
Numbers in the Balkans declined
by around 50% between 2003
and 2011, and following steep
declines throughout its large
range in Africa, Asia and Europe,
the BirdLife/IUCN Red List status
of the Egyptian Vulture was raised
from Least Concern to Endangered
in 2007.
News that the power line had
been turned off came during a
visit to the Sudanese Transmission
Electricity Co. Ltd by a team from
the MSB Project, to introduce the
MSB project’s guidance on birds
and power lines alone the Rift
Valley/Red Sea Flyway.
Professor Ibrahim Hashim
expressed his joy at the decision:
“Egyptian Vultures and other
raptors can now perch safely on
this part of their migration”.
MSB Regional Project
coordinator Osama Alnouri said:
“This great achievement is the
cumulative result of the work
of BirdLife’s Bulgarian Partner in
investigating and quantifying the
threat to the Egyptian Vulture and
other soaring birds, the targeted
efforts of the MSB project and the

Thousands of vultures may have
been electrocuted by the “killer
line” (I Angelov)

Sudanese Wildlife Society, and the
commitment of the Directors of
Sudan’s Electricity Distribution and
Transmission companies to solving
this long standing problem.
We would also like to thank the
Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife
and the Wildlife Conservation
General Administration for their
support.”
Mrs Nada Tosheva, executivedirector of the BSPB commented:
“This marvellous success of the
BirdLife Partner in Bulgaria and the
Migratory Soaring Birds project
clearly demonstrates that for
efficient conservation of long
distance migrants, like Egyptian
Vultures and juvenile Eastern
Imperial Eagles, the transcontinental collaboration within
BirdLife network is crucial.”
“This great news shows
how effectively the BirdLife
Partnership works together with
governments and industry. Acting
locally on a global scale enables
us to tackle huge issues like
migratory bird conservation. Many
congratulations to all involved”,
said Dr Marco Lambertini, BirdLife’s
outgoing Chief Executive ■

The European Commission
proposal for the EU’s future
climate and energy policies
sets a target cut in greenhouse
gas of just 40%, and a renewable
energy target of less than 30%.
BirdLife Europe advocates a 55%
reduction in greenhouse gas by 2030,
and safeguards guaranteeing that
renewable energy investments do not
harm wildlife or habitats.
The High Court in Zambia has
overturned government approval
of plan by an Australian investor to
mine copper from Lower Zambezi
National Park, until an appeal filed
by civil society groups including
BirdLife’s Partner in Zambia is heardd.
The park is an Important Bird Area
and is being considered as a World
Heritage Site.
New research provides strong evidence
that internationally important British
bird populations are being affected by
climate change, which will threaten
their long-term conservation status.
The paper, published in the
journal Nature Climate Change
and led by researchers at the RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK) examined the
impact of climate change upon
breeding seabirds such as puffins and
gulls, and wintering waterbirds.
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Amur falcons tracked to Africa

Nagaland villagers who once
trapped the falcons are now
helping track them
(Tom Lindroos)

Three Amur Falcons Falco amurensis have been tracked by satellite
from Nagaland in India to their wintering grounds in Africa. The
study, by MME (BirdLife in Hungary) and the Convention on
Migratory Species, has shed further light on the route these birds
take on the journey from their breeding area in south-eastern
Siberia and northern China.
These falcons were among thousands saved this year by an
international effort led by the BirdLife Partnership to stop trapping

Three previously unknown
breeding sites of Asia’s rarest
bunting have been discovered by
a team from Beijing Bird Watching
Society, working with BirdLife’s
China Programme.
Rufous-backed Bunting
Emberiza jankowskii, also known as
Jankowski’s Bunting, has declined
drastically because of habitat
conversion, and is now known
only from a restricted area in
north-east China
In April and May 2013,
breeding buntings were found
at six sites in the Xing’an League
of Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region, China. At least 70 birds
were identified, mostly singing
males. At one site near the
Ke’erqin (Horqin) National Nature
Reserve, the population had
doubled to 41 birds since 2011,
after the area was fenced to
prevent livestock trampling in the
breeding season.
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BirdLife’s China Programme
organised the first local workshop
on the conservation of this species
in 2012. A second workshop was
held in November 2013, in Ulanhot,
capital of Xing’an League. Key
outcomes included agreements
by local government to work
for the conservation of Rufousbacked Bunting, and to provide
information on Siberian apricot
habitats to inform future surveys.
Nature reserve staff and volunteers
will be trained to assist with
surveys and conservation projects.
It has been recommended
that Rufous-backed Bunting be
listed as the official symbol of
the Xing’an League. An awardwinning documentary film by
local wildlife photographers will
promote the species within and
outside China. Studies of the
bunting’s winter distribution have
been discussed with the National
Bird Banding Center of China.

in Nagaland, a remote area in India’s north-east where over one
million Amur Falcons stop for several weeks to feed before the next
stage of their migration.
To attach the tags, two specialist ornithologists were recruited
from MME and the Hungarian Natural History Museum, both with
many years of extensive experience studying the closely-related
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus. Local fishermen who had
previously trapped the falcons for personal consumption and
sale as food, helped to capture the birds for tagging, ringing and
release.
One of the three birds was released by the chairman of
Pangti village, once a centre of the falcon trade, in the presence
of many residents, including fishermen and former trappers.
The village’s religious elder commanded silence and said a
short prayer for the safe travels of the falcon and for its return
next year.
After leaving Nagaland the birds flew out over the Bay of
Bengal, then over central India. Next was a non-stop flight over the
Indian Ocean, presumably to coincide with the annual migration of
dragonflies from India to East Africa.
After making landfall in Africa, the birds headed south.
Travelling via Kenya, all three have reached southern Africa, where
they are spending the winter in an area between northern South
Africa, Botswana and Zimbabwe ■
You can follow the falcons at http://bit.ly/1g5LCPI

Terry Townshend, Species
Champion for the bunting,
attended the workshop and
commented, “the outcomes
demonstrate a genuine
commitment from officials in
Xing’an to protect and conserve
this beautiful bird. I am optimistic
that, provided we can secure

further support, Rufous-backed
Bunting will be saved from
extinction.” ■
This work is aided by the Ernest
Kleinwort Charitable Trust and
Oriental Bird Club, and support
by the BirdLife Preventing
Extinctions Programme
Rufous-backed Bunting
numbers have doubled at
one site after conservation
measures (Martin Hale)
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In a significant expansion of its
vulture conservation programme,
BNHS (BirdLife in India), in
association with Rio Tinto, is to
establish a 30,000 km2 Vulture Safe
Zone in the Bundelkhand region of
Madhya Pradesh.
In the late 1990s, populations
of three Gyps vulture species
crashed in the Indian subcontinent,
and all are now classified as Critically
Endangered. BNHS took part in
research which identified the cause
as diclofenac, an anti-inflammatory
drug. Studies found that a single
cattle carcass treated with
diclofenac was enough to induce
renal failure in the entire vulture
population of the surrounding
area. Despite a government
ban, cattle are still treated with
diclofenac intended for human use.
Rio Tinto’s Bunder Diamond
Project is joining BNHS in a five
year partnership that will conduct

targeted awareness activities
and cattle carcass sampling
around the site, to ensure that no
diclofenac or other drugs toxic to
vultures are given to cattle.

One of the world’s least known
(and frankly, strangest looking)
birds has been photographed
on the Samoan island of Savai’i
by researchers funded by
the Conservation Leadership
Programme (CLP) of which BirdLife
is a founding member.
The sighting of the young
Tooth-billed Pigeon Didunculus

strigirostris, by a team from the
Samoan Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment
(MNRE), is the first confirmed
sighting in almost a decade.
Tooth-billed Pigeon or
Manumea, as it is locally known,
is endemic to Samoa and is
the country’s national bird. Its
secretive behaviour, preferring
the dark interiors of tree crowns,
makes it hard to observe. This
large, chunky, dark pigeon takes
its name from the two tooth-like
projections on its lower mandible,
which overlap its upper beak.
A specialist feeder on seeds of
trees of the genus Dysoxylum, the
pigeon uses its unusual bill to
saw through the tough, fibrous
pericarp.
BirdLife lists Tooth-billed
Pigeon as Endangered due to
its small, fragmented range and
population. It has declined rapidly
over the last 20 years as a result
of hunting and habitat loss, partly
driven by an increase in the

This Tooth-billed Pigeon was the
first to be seen in nearly a decade
(Moeumu Uili)
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Adjacent areas could be
converted into similar Safe Zones,
creating a larger diclofenac free
zone in which vultures could once
again establish self-sustaining

populations. A dedicated team
will work for the creation of
further Safe Zones in close
association with local NGOs and
the government ■

Vultures could re-establish self-sustaining populations in the Safe Zones (Ganesh H Shankar’ worldsrarestbirds.com)

number and severity of cyclones.
The lack of recent records
suggests that all subpopulations
may now be so small that the
species may warrant uplisting
to Critically Endangered in the
near future, making its alternative
name, Samoan or Little Dodo,
seem all too appropriate.
Moeumu Uili, who is leading
the CLP-funded The Samoan
“Dodo”: Saving the Manumea
project, tells the story from the 9th
December:
“One of the team, Fialelei, went
outside to hang his wet clothes
on the line. He heard a noise
that attracted his attention. He
looked up the tree and saw a bird
sitting up high on one of the tree
branches. We got our binoculars
and camera and started searching
for the hooked bill which is the
bird’s distinguishing feature. I
started taking as many pictures

as I could before the bird flew off.
A closer look using binoculars
and we knew we had found it,
the rare Manumea. Everyone had
questioned whether the bird still
existed. Now we know it is still
alive.”
The next step for the
researchers is to survey Samoa’s
southern island, Upolu, where
some anecdotal reports have
been collected. More fieldwork
is needed to get the full picture,
they say.
“The MNRE has been very
concerned for this species. It’s
a great relief that, with support
for training and funding through
CLP, they have undertaken these
surveys and had such a positive
outcome. Now we must work
out what we can do to save
the species”, said Mark O’Brien,
BirdLife’s Senior Conservation
Officer in the Pacific ■

(http://www.conservationleadershipprogramme.org/ViewProject.
asp?ProjectID=141613)
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Cambodian jewel protected
The Royal Government of Cambodia has declared the creation
of the Siem Pang Protected Forest. Covering an area of 66,932
hectares, the new Protected Forest covers almost half the Western
Siem Pang Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA).
The declaration comes after several years of lobbying by
the BirdLife Cambodia Programme and Cambodia’s Forestry
Administration. Siem Pang was the missing part of a jigsaw of
protected forests that now extends across 700,000 hectares
in southern Laos, northern Cambodia and western Vietnam,
together making one of the largest protected landscapes in SouthEast Asia.
“We congratulate the Royal Government of Cambodia for
designating part of this unique Important Bird and Biodiversity
Area as a Protected Forest”, said Dr Marco Lambertini, BirdLife
International’s outgoing Chief Executive, “and we look forward to
supporting the management of this site in the future.”
BirdLife International and the Forestry Administration have
been working together at this site for more than ten years,
conserving its wildlife and habitats, and helping local communities
to manage their livelihoods sustainably. Siem Pang is the first new
Protected Forest declared in Cambodia for four years.
“Designating Siem Pang as a Protected Forest will not only
provide safe refuge to wildlife but will benefit local communities in
the longer term”, said Dr Keo Omaliss, Director of the Department
of Wildlife and Biodiversity at the Forestry Administration. “The

Royal Government of Cambodia is committed to establishing more
Protected Forest in the near future”
The wider site supports populations of five Critically
Endangered bird species, including the world’s largest population
of White-shouldered Ibis Pseudibis davisoni and one of the
largest populations of Giant Ibis Thaumatibis gigantea, as well
as populations of three vulture species, White-rumped Gyps
bengalensis, Slender-billed G. tenuiorostris and Red-headed
Sarcogyps calvus Vultures.
The Western Siem Pang IBA also supports a range of other
globally threatened and Near Threatened bird species characteristic
of the dry forests of central Indochina, including Green Peafowl
Pavo muticus, Sarus Crane Grus antigone, Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos
javanicus and Asian Golden Weaver Ploceus hypoxanthus.
Threatened mammal species include Eld’s Deer Cervus eldi and Sun
Bear Helarctos malayanus.
“We are delighted by this result, as it is a crucial step to
protecting these species”, said Bou Vorsak, BirdLife’s Cambodia
Programme Manager. “To secure the globally important populations
of these Critically Endangered birds, we now must work together to
start sustainable management initiatives in the adjacent areas.”
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Prince
Albert II of Monaco Foundation, Giant Ibis Transport, Stephen
Martin, and the Forestry Bureau of the Council of Agriculture of
Taiwan support BirdLife’s work at this site ■

Siem Pang was the missing part of a jigsaw of protected forests that now extends across 700,000 hectares of South-East Asia (Jonanthan C Eames)
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There’s been a great start to 2014
for one of the most important sites
for migratory waterbirds in the
Americas.
In its long awaited final
decision, Panama’s Supreme Court
has reinstated the protected
status of the Bay of Panama
wetlands, removing the temporary
suspension it had placed on the
protected area a year ago.
The Bay of Panama is recognised
by BirdLife as an Important Bird
and Biodiversity Area (IBA), and
as a Wetland of International
Importance under the Ramsar
Convention. In 2005, it was declared
part of the Western Hemisphere
Shorebird Reserve Network.
The Bay is one of the five most
important stopover and wintering
areas for migratory shorebirds in
the entire Americas, with more
than 30% of the global population
of Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri
and 22% of the global population
of Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus.
Its extensive mangrove forests
play a vital role in supporting

fisheries, filtering pollutants from
urban and agricultural runoff,
and protecting Panama City
from floods. The mangroves and
wetlands are vital to other globally
threatened wildlife including
Jaguar, Baird’s Tapir, Geoffroy’s
Spider Monkey, American
Crocodile, and Loggerhead Turtle.
But in 2012, the Bay’s
protected status was reversed
by Federal officials in Panama,
because of pressure for urban
and resort development,
including hotels and golf courses.
At the same time, regulations
on mangrove cutting were
relaxed. Developers were reported
to have begun work immediately
within the Ramsar site boundary.
The decision to reinstate the
Bay’s protected status came in
April 2013, but has until now been
awaiting final confirmation from
the Supreme Court.
“Good use of environmental
law and scientific studies, and the
help of our local and international
partners, have influenced the final

A team including staff from BirdLife
Partner Burung Indonesia has
confirmed the presence of the
Komodo Dragon, the world’s
largest lizard, in the west of Flores
Island, Indonesia. The discovery
adds further urgency to the
BirdLife Partnership’s campaign
to gain formal protection for the
Mbeliling Important Bird and
Biodiversity Area (IBA), which
includes the forests where the
giant lizards were found.
Komodo Dragon Varanus
komodoensis is classed as
Vulnerable on The IUCN Red List.
Camera traps recorded at least
12 individuals in the Mbeliling
forest in the extreme west of
Flores, opposite the small islands
of Komodo and Rinca, which are
the known strongholds of the
Komodo Dragon. The Komodo
National Park, a UNESCO World

Heritage site, includes these
islands and a section of the Flores
coast, but the Mbeliling IBA lies
outside its boundaries.
As recently as 2004, Komodo
Dragons were found at sites on
the north and south coasts of
Flores, but the survey work by
Burung Indonesia and others
provides the first confirmation
that they also survive in the west.
“We hope these discoveries
will be widely publicised and
help our efforts to protect
this irreplaceable biodiversityrich forest area”, said Burung
Indonesia’s communications
officer, Irfan Saputra.
BirdLife has identified
Mbeliling as an Important Bird
and Biodiversity Area because
of its populations of threatened
restricted range species, including
the Critically Endangered Yellow-
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The Bay is one of the five most important stopover and wintering areas for
migratory shorebirds in the entire Americas (Ken Kaufmann)

decision of the court”, said Rosabel
Miró, Executive Director of Panama
Audubon Society (BirdLife Partner).
“This court ruling will certainly
help us to influence the proper
implementation of environmental
laws in other protected areas
of the country that face similar
threats.”
“Panama Audubon Society
spearheaded the public outcry
against this decision, and working

with local and international
partners, successfully organised
environmental, trade, business and
community groups to collectively
voice the importance of conserving
the Bay’s wetlands”, said Dr Hazell
Shokellu Thompson, BirdLife’s
Director for Partnership, Capacity and
Communities, and current acting
Chief Executive. “Congratulations to
Panama Audubon Society and all
involved.” ■

crested Cockatoo Cacatua
sulphurea, as well as Flores
Hanging-parrot Loriculus flosculus,
Flores MonarchMonarcha
sacerdotum and Flores Crow
Corvus florensis, which are all
considered Endangered.
Without formal protection,
the forest of Mbeliling IBA is being
cleared to create agricultural land,

which soon becomes exhausted,
leading to further forest clearance.
BirdLife has been working with
the people of 27 villages around
the IBA to make agricultural
practices more sustainable, and to
restore and enhance soil nutrients
using organic farming methods,
thereby reducing the pressure on
the forests ■

The discovery of the giant lizards adds urgency to BirdLife’s campaign to
gain formal protection for the Mbeliling IBA (Burung Indonesia)
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The Royal Society for the
Conservation of Nature (RSCN,
BirdLife in Jordan) has launched
a major report on the status of
the country’s avifauna. State of
Jordan’s Birds provides a detailed
assessment of current bird
populations, the threats they face,
and the conservation actions that
are being taken to safeguard them.
Despite its relatively small size,
Jordan has a rich biodiversity that
includes over 430 bird species,
80% of them passage migrants
because of the country’s location
on the Africa-Eurasia flyway.
But a recent assessment
of Jordan’s Important Bird and

Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) found that
all are experiencing threats. The
country’s wetlands are particularly
threatened. For instance, Azraq IBA,
once known as a major oasis, has
suffered intensive water extraction
and shrunk to less than 10% of its
size of a century ago.
It is hoped that the timely
arrival of this report will help to
galvanise action to safeguard the
country’s outstanding natural
heritage.
This is the latest national report
produced in collaboration with
BirdLife’s State of the World’s Birds
programme, supported by the Aage
V. Jensen Charity Foundation ■

To download this and other state of the nation’s birds reports go to
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/sowb/sonb

Dr Htin Hla, a leading figure in
Burmese conservation known to
his many friends and colleagues
simply as Tony, has passed away at
his home in Yangon aged 59.
“Those that knew him will
remember his dauntless spirit
and boundless enthusiasm, as
well as his friendliness and charm,
which meant he made many
friends around the world in the
conservation movement”, said
Dr Marco Lambertini, BirdLife’s
outgoing Chief Executive.
“His passing is a huge loss for
Myanmar’s spectacular wildlife.”
Born in 1954, Tony arrived
at bird conservation via a
background in medicine. In
1994 he established Wildbird
Adventure Travels and Tours
(WATT), which specialises in bird
watching expeditions to remote
parts of Myanmar.
With others, Tony was
responsible for the formation
of the Biodiversity and Nature
Conservation Association
(BANCA) in 2004, which later
became the BirdLife Affiliate.
There followed a number of
collaborative conservation
projects with BirdLife, which most
notably led to the re-discovery of

the globally Endangered Gurney’s
Pitta Pitta gurneyi in southern
Myanmar in 2003. Subsequent
research guided by him has
shown the species to be more
numerous and widespread than
previously believed.
The years that followed
saw projects to survey the
vultures of Myanmar, as wll as
wetland surveys of the Chindwin
basin, which as a result is
known to support the largest
populations of Masked Finfoot
Heliopais personatus and Whitewinged Duck Cairina scutulata
(both Endangered) in South-east
Asia. More recently, as Chairman
of BANCA, Tony directed
research and action to conserve
the Critically Endangered
Spoon-billed Sandpiper
Eurynorhynchus pygmeus in
Myanmar.
It wasn’t only nature that
benefitted from Tony’s skill and
determination. When cyclone
Nargis hit Myanmar in 2008, he
worked tirelessly as a medical
doctor for the survivors. He also
raised money for medicines
and organised a team of fellow
doctors to treat people in the
worst hit areas.

In 2008, Tony lead BANCA in
a different direction when they
were engaged as consultants to
undertake the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) for the
controversial Myitsone Dam near
the source of the Irrawaddy
River. Amid growing public
controversy, Tony argued for full
public disclosure of the EIA to
facilitate open debate on the
matter. On 30 September 2011,
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RSCN is the latest BirdLife Partner to create a national report using the
State of the World’s Birds approach (RSCN)

President Thein Sein announced
that the Myitsone dam project
was to be suspended during his
tenure.
Tony stepped down as
chairman of BANCA in 2013
but remained an active force in
conservation until only a few
months before his death. His
legacy is a vigorous, growing and
effective conservation movement
in Myanmar ■

Dr Htin Hla was the driving force behind the early successes of BANCA, the
BirdLife Partner in Myanmar (Jonathan C Eames)
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BIRDFAIR

Tim Appleton (Left) and Martin Davies (right) present this year’s
Birdfair cheque to BirdLife’s Marco Lambertini (Martin Fowlie)
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The world’s largest wildlife
event, the British Birdwatching
Fair, or Birdfair, has celebrated
its quarter century by raising a
record amount for conservation.
Birdfair, which is held annually
at Rutland Water for three
days every August, is jointly
promoted by the RSPB
(BirdLife in the UK) and the
Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust.
A cheque for £270,000
($450,000) was presented at a
special reception to Dr Marco
Lambertini, BirdLife’s outgoing
Chief Executive by Martin
Davies and Tim Appleton,
the fair’s co-organisers.
This donation will help fund
the BirdLife International
partnership’s work on migratory
birds in the grasslands
throughout the Americas, from
“Prairies to Pampas”.
At the event, the Birdfair also
announced that the 2014 event
will raise money for BirdLife’s
Seabird and Marine programme.
The world’s seabirds are
more threatened than any
other group of birds. BirdLife
Partners have been engaged in
mapping marine Important Bird
and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs)
around coasts, in territorial
waters and on the high seas. The
funds from the fair will enable
the BirdLife Partnership to
work with national governments
and international bodies to
create a network of marine
protected areas. These areas
will not only conserve seabirds,
but will also help to protect
marine mammals and fish
stocks.
This work will be vital if
nations around the world are
to stand any chance of meeting
the Convention on Biological
Diversity’s target of protecting
10% of marine and coastal areas
by 2020.

“For 25 years, the Birdfair
has funded and helped to promote
the BirdLife Partnership’s work
around the world. This is a
major achievement in itself”,
said Dr Lambertini. “However,
it has also done so much more.
The £3.34 million ($5.6 million)
Birdfair has raised over those 25
years has been used as start-up
funds for so many innovative
projects and ideas that its legacy
is so much greater. There is no
doubt that the event has become
a major force for conservation”
Over the years, the fair
has funded a diverse range of
conservation projects from
parrots in the Pacific to the
rainforests of Ecuador and
Indonesia.
“What started as an idea
over a pint of beer between
two friends, has evolved into
something on a scale none
of us could have imagined”,
said Martin Davies. “The fair
continues to grow and attract
more people and exhibitors,
with 350 companies and
organisations in 2013 and 22,000
visitors. It goes to show that
people really care about nature
both here in the UK and also
abroad and by working together
we can all make a difference for
conservation.”
From almost the beginning,
the founders commissioned
artist Robert Gillmor to
produce artwork for the iconic
posters that promote the fair. To
mark the anniversary Birdfair
has produced a pictorial history
of the fair, illustrated by the
posters and the projects that
benefited.
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This beautiful piece of
conservation history can
be purchased at
www.birdfair.org.uk
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FEATURE
Tahiti Monarch is threatened
by introduced rats and ants,
and also unseasonal heavy rain
(Manu)

A project by Société
d’Ornithologie de Polynésie
(Manu ; BirdLife in French
Polynesia) to save the Critically
Endangered Tahiti Monarch
Pomera nigra from extinction
has been voted as the biggest
success of 2013 from within the
BirdLife Partnership. However,
celebrations were short lived
as the remaining breeding
pairs of Tahiti Monarch are
facing new threats from heavy
rain, rats and fire ants, as
funding for its conservation
dries up.
The first BirdLife People’s
Choice Award celebrates
some of the conservation
achievements of 2013
from within the BirdLife
Partnership. Over 2,000 people
from across the globe voted on
their favourite conservation
success of 2013. Tahiti Monarch
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received a staggering 43% of all
votes.
“Looking back at 2013,
there are so many achievements
to highlight from within the
BirdLife Partnership”, said
Dr Hazell Shokellu Thompson
is Interim Chief Executive of
BirdLife International.
“Congratulations to Manu
for their work controlling
invasive species in the Tahiti
Monarch’s home range which
resulted in last year being the
best breeding season since they
started their work sixteen
years ago!”
Tahiti Monarch is only
found on the island of Tahiti in
French Polynesia. It is Critically
Endangered due to habitat
loss and invasive introduced
predators. In 1998, only 21 birds
(just four breeding pairs) were
known. Since that time Manu

have worked tirelessly with
volunteers, school children and
ecologists to protect chicks
from introduced predators,
plant native trees and monitor
the birds.
Manu’s efforts led to a
record breaking breeding
season in 2013 with a fourfold increase in chicks being
produced compared to previous
years. There are now close to
50 birds in wild with ten
breeding pairs—a record since
recovery began.
The project forms part
of the BirdLife Preventing
Extinctions Programme
which is saving the world’s
most threatened birds from
extinction. We know that
conservation action Manu
really can save this species from
extinction. The Rarotonga
Monarch Pomarea dimidiate,

found in the neighbouring
Cook Islands, has received
similar conservation action
and built a population up from
35–50 birds in 1983, to 380
birds in 2011.
“2013 was fantastic”,
explained Caroline Blanvillain,
Head of Land Birds at
Manu. “Monarch chicks are
very curious, they want to
investigate everything. When
I monitored the valley they
followed me around, it felt like
being with a friend. But 2014 is
not looking good”.
The project now faces an
uncertain future due to lack
of funds. Heavy tropical rains
are also currently threatening
chicks while new predators
such as fire ants are drawing
closer to the nests.
“Eight chicks have
survived the rain so far. But I
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Tahiti Monarch urgent appeal
In order to help tackle the threats to the Tahiti Monarch,
BirdLife and Manu have launched an urgent appeal for
funding. Together we need to raise £33,000 to ensure a
safe 2014 breeding season. Your support can provide:
■ £15 will run a rat baiting-station for the next three
months as eggs hatch.
■ £30 will run a rat baiting-station for six months as
chicks leave the nest for the first time.
■ £60 will run a rat baiting-station for a whole year
so fledglings can mature in safety and return to the
breeding sites next season to raise their own young.

2013 Conservation Highlights
■

■

Young Tahiti Monarch (Jullie Larguier)

■

■

■

To support Tahiti Monarch urgent appeal please
visit now: tinyurl.com/monarch-appeal
am worried for the fledglings;
they are so inquisitive they are
not afraid of the introduced
predators. Rats are not
supposed to be on Tahiti, they
arrived on boats and have killed
thousands of birds. And now
there are fire ants are on the
edge of the valley, if the ants
reach the nest they will eat the
chicks and adults in minutes.”
Tahiti Monarchs breed from
September to June. In 2013,
some pairs bred twice. Once the
chicks fledge, they leave the nest
to forage near the top of the
valley on their own, returning
to breed when they are 2–3
years old.
“With so few Tahiti
Monarchs left in the world
every single chick is precious”,
said Caroline. “We won’t see
this year’s fledglings return for a
year or two, we don’t know until
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then whether they have been
killed, but if they survive they
find their way back”.
In order to help tackle the
threats to Tahiti Monarch,
BirdLife and Manu have
launched an urgent appeal for
funding. Together they need to
raise £33,000 to ensure a safe
2014 breeding season.
“If we get the funds we can
control the predators like ants
and rats and make the forest
safe for the fledglings and
the 10 breeding pairs”, added
Caroline. “If the monarchs
get the help they need it is still
possible we will have some
more monarch eggs hatching at
Easter.”
‘’We have hope, winning so
many votes lets us know people
care about this friendly little
bird, maybe more people will
help the bird now”.

Protecting 60,000 ha of Hooded Grebe habitat in Patagonia.
Last year, the Argentinian Government and Aves Argentinas (BirdLife
Partner) announced plans for the creation of a new National Park
covering the main breeding lakes of the Critically Endangered
Hooded Grebe.
Stopping the slaughter of falcons in India. In 2013, the massacre
of thousands of Amur Falcons in India was uncovered, which
shocked the world. The Bombay Natural History Society (BirdLife
in India) work with partners to mobilise a response; organising a
comprehensive programme to keep the falcons safe at their roost
site at Doyang reservoir. As a result, not a single Amur Falcon was
trapped during the 2013 autumn migration.
Removing a killer power line in Sudan. Last year a killer power
line in Sudan, which is estimated to have electrocuted hundreds
and perhaps thousands of Endangered Egyptian Vultures since its
construction in the 1950s, was switched off. This decisive action
follows years of work by BirdLife Partner BSPB (BirdLife in Bulgaria),
and BirdLife’s UNDP/GEF Migratory Soaring Birds project and its local
NGO Partner, the Sudanese Wildlife Society.
Northern Bald Ibis fledge 148 chicks in the wild. The largest
fully wild population of Critically Endangered Northern Bald Ibis
had its second most successful breeding season on record in
2013. Management and conservation of the Moroccan population
is supervised by SEO/BirdLife (BirdLife in Spain) in conjunction
with High Commission for Water and Forest and Fight against
desertification and GREPOM (BirdLife in Morocco).
Saving Panama Bay from destruction. One of the most
important sites for migratory waterbirds in the Americas was saved
from destructive development in 2013. Panama Audubon Society
(BirdLife in Panama) worked with local and international partners to
successfully reinstate the protection status of Panama Bay through
the Supreme Court. The site is one of the five most important
stopover and wintering areas for migratory shorebirds in the entire
Americas.

Dr Thompson also added:
“Manu, their volunteers and
school children in Tahiti are
doing a fantastic job despite
today’s new threats. We are

giving them our full support
and we hope everyone will
donate to save these unique and
beautiful birds”.
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A group watching the monarch feeding in the canopy
(Caroline Blanvillain)
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Secretarybird
is one of the
species benefiting
from BirdLife
South Africa’s
work (Adam Riley)

BirdLife launched its Preventing
Extinctions Programme in
2008 in response to the rapidly
increasing threat of bird
extinctions. Since its early
days, the Programme has
been extended from Critically
Endangered species only to
all globally threatened bird
species. The Programme brings
together two communities: the
Species Guardians who carry
out the work for the species,
and the Species Champions, the
companies and individuals who
fund the work.
BirdLife South Africa
currently has six Species
Champions, one of the longest
established being the Charl
van der Merwe Trust, which
supports research into threats to
the African Penguin Spheniscus
demersus. The Trust funds a fulltime staff member at BirdLife
South Africa (BLSA), dedicated
to investigating penguin-fisheries
interactions, and also funds
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raptor conservation projects
in arid-zone South Africa. In
recognition of its contribution
to bird conservation in South
Africa, the Charl van der Merwe
Trust received a Conservation
Achievement Award at
BirdLife’s World Congress in
2013.
The South African
electricity company Eskom
has been a Species Champion
since 2009, and now supports
work for two threatened
birds: White-winged Flufftail
Sarothrura ayresi and Southern
Bald Ibis Geronticus calvus.
In 2013, on BLSA’s
recommendation, BirdLife
International uplisted Whitewinged Flufftail to the
highest level of extinction
risk, Critically Endangered.
White-winged Flufftail is only
known to breed in the central
Ethiopian Highlands. But while
the timings of observations in
South Africa suggest that the

birds do not breed there, it is
still not clear whether a single
population migrates between
Ethiopia and South Africa,
or each country hosts its own
subpopulation.
In search of the answer,
a team from the Middelpunt
Wetland Trust and BLSA visited
the Berga and Weserbi wetlands

in Ethiopia. Accompanied
by staff from the Ethiopian
Wildlife and Natural History
Society (EWNHS, BirdLife
in Ethiopia), they took blood
and feather samples from seven
White-winged Flufftails for
genetic and isotope studies, and
comparison with samples from
South Africa. They also visited
community leaders at Berga and
the local “flufftail” school, built
and supported by funds from
the Middelpunt Wetland Trust
as part of the agreement to
protect the wetland from grazing
and fodder-cutting.
Between 2013 and 2014,
a series of field surveys
will contribute to better
understanding of the habitat
requirements of the Whitewinged Flufftail. A vegetation
map will be drawn up for
Middelpunt Wetland, where
the species has been seen most
reliably in the past. The cost
of the surveys will be covered
from the Eskom White-winged
Flufftail Species Champion
budget.
As a Species Champion
for Southern Bald Ibis, Eskom
funded the fitting of tracking
devices to two fledglings, and
a programme of community
education work about the
importance and ecological role
of this globally Vulnerable
species. The movement data
gathered from the tracking
devices will be used in
combination with ringing data
to gain a better understanding
of where and how far these birds

Species Champion, Eksom
have funded radio-tracking of
Southern Bald Ibis (Adam Riley)
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go to forage in winter, and to
what extent they return to natal
sites to roost and/or nest.
With the support of Petra
Diamond Mines and Airports
Company South Africa, Species
Champions for the Secretarybird
Sagittarius serpentarius, tracking
devices have also been fitted
to five Secretarybird nestlings.
This distinctive terrestrial
raptor has been declining
rapidly throughout its range in
sub-Saharan African, and in
2011 it was uplisted from Least
Concern to Vulnerable.
Since the launch of the
project in 2011, BLSA has
gained a better understanding
of the movements of these
birds, especially the considerable
distances Secretarybirds
travel after they fledge. One
moved all the way from the
nest in Bela-Bela, Limpopo,
to the Makgadikgadi Pans in
Botswana, a distance of about
270 km. BLSA has appointed a
student at Tshwane University
of Technology, to study
nesting productivity and diet
of Secretarybirds, and provide
a better understanding of the
impact of habitat degradation
and practices such as excessive
burning of grassland on prey
availability.
BirdLife Sandton, part of
BLSA’s highly effective network
of local bird clubs, has also
made a significant donation to
the Secretarybird conservation
work. BLSA has a Facebook
Page dedicated to this project,
where photos and sightings can
be posted (www.facebook.com/
secretarybirdconservation).
Numbering between 1,000–
1,500 birds, and with a small
distribution in parts of South
Africa, Lesotho and Namibia,
the Black Harrier Circus
maurus is southern Africa’s
rarest endemic raptor, with a
global status of Vulnerable.
BLSA, through the assistance
of Inkwazi and Witwatersrand
Bird Clubs and individual
donors, financially supports the
Black Harrier tracking project
led by the Species Guardian, Dr
Rob Simmons and his team at
the Percy FitzPatrick Institute
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for African Ornithology. More
information on the project and
the movements of the tagged
Black Harriers can be followed
at www.blackharrierspace.
blogspot.com
BLSA is in search of a
Species Champion for the
globally Vulnerable Southern
Ground Hornbill Bucorvus
leadbeateri, to support the
work of the Species Guardian,
the Mabula Ground Hornbill
Project, and help fund the
extension of the project to
Mozambique and Botswana.
Around half South Africa’s
remaining Southern Ground
Hornbills occur in protected
areas, mainly the Kruger
National Park and surrounding
private nature reserves, but
elsewhere in South Africa and
neighbouring countries the
species is declining rapidly, and
large gaps are appearing in its
distribution.
Southern Ground-hornbills
are long-lived and slowbreeding, with each family
group raising just one youngster
at intervals of as much as nine
years. However, two to three
eggs are laid at a time. The
Species Guardian removes the
“surplus” chicks, which would
otherwise die of starvation
within a week or two of
hatching, and hand-rears them
for reintroduction to suitable
sites from which the species has
been extirpated.
A family group has been
successfully re-established in
bushveld habitat in Mabula

Game Reserve, and work
is continuing at three other
release sites. Once these
pioneer groups are in place,
ready to form a stable nucleus
for further expansion, the
plan is to establish groups on
neighbouring sites, ultimately
connecting them into a national
network within which the
future of the species will be
secure. The Mabula Ground
Hornbill Project is also
involved in monitoring the
national hornbill population,
in education and awareness
raining, and in threat
mitigation.
Taita Falcon Falco
fasciinucha is uncommon to
rare throughout its wide range
in eastern and southern Africa,
though its use of islands of
rock-face habitat not often
visited by ornithologists means
that its distribution is not
well understood. The falcon
appears to be in decline in
Southern Africa, and BLSA
has appointed its own Taita
Falcon Survey Team as Species
Guardian, with the support of
Species Champion Palabora
Copper, to establish whether
numbers are really falling,
or if the falcon is changing
the sites it uses in response to
fluctuations in local conditions.
In July 2013, the team
travelled to the Batoka
Gorge, which crosses the
border between Zimbabwe
and Zambia. On both sides
of the border, the Gorge
meets Important Bird and
Black Harrier
is endemic to
Southern Africa
(Adam Riley)

Biodiversity Area criteria, in
part because of its breeding
Taita Falcons. The team were
joined by a representative of
BirdLife Zimbabwe. But despite
190 person-hours of observation
from 15 observation points,
focusing on the cliffs previously
used by Taita Falcons, there
were no sightings of this species.
The 2013 Mpumalanga
Drakensberg Mountains Taita
Falcon survey had similarly
disturbing results. Of the eight
breeding pairs recorded seven
years previously, only two were
recorded in 2013. There has
been a steep recent decline in
breeding success, with four pairs
recorded raising chicks in 2011
and three pairs in 2012.
During 2014, the team will
repeat their work at Batoka
Gorge, this time during the
breeding season, and extend
their surveys to other known
and potential sites in South
Africa.
Species Guardians and
Champions form the heart
of the Preventing Extinctions
Programme, but they are not
alone in their support for the
conservation of South Africa’s
threatened species. One of the
most gratifying outcomes of all
the projects we have described
here is the overwhelming
support BLSA has received from
other business and individual
donors, landowners, members
of the public, NGOs and
government departments.
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Southern Ground-hornbill
have now been successfully
re-established at Mabula
Game Reserve (Markus Lilje)
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When asked to name
the planet’s biodiversity
hotspots, many of us would
automatically think of tropical
South America or Central
Africa. At a push one might
suggest the Cape Floral
Kingdom of South Africa, but
the Mediterranean probably
wouldn’t be in most people’s
top five list.
However, it is in fact the
second largest biodiversity
hotspot in the world. Covering
more than 2 million km 2, it
stretches from Portugal and
Morocco in the west to Jordan
in the east, and from northern
Italy to the Cape Verde islands
in the south.
Its high biodiversity has
resulted from being at the
intersection of two major
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land masses and having great
topographical diversity. It is
a centre of plant endemism,
with 10% of the world’s plants
in about 1.6% of the Earth’s
surface. Of 600 bird species, 16
are endemic, as are almost half
the reptile species, and twothirds of the amphibians.
Unfortunately, following
millennia of human
occupation, the Mediterranean
Basin retains only about 5%
of its natural vegetation, the
lowest of any of the world’s
35 biodiversity hotspots.
Less than 5% —and not
necessarily the same 5% —is
protected. The weakness of
protected area management
and law enforcement in some
Mediterranean countries is a
major concern.

But things are changing and
help could be at hand.
The Critical Ecosystem
Partnership Fund (CEPF)
is investing $10 million in
the Mediterranean Basin,
to promote innovative
partnerships, to conserve key
sites and to improve the status
of globally threatened species.
CEPF’s approach begins
with the development of an
Ecosystem Profile, which
identifies the conservation
targets, the threats, the policy,
civil society and socioeconomic
background, and the funding
gaps and opportunities.
The profile identified a
total of 1,100 Key Biodiversity
Areas, covering almost 20%
of the total hotspot. These
sites include Important Bird

and Biodiversity Areas,
and others chosen for their
plants, insects, and other
wildlife. A list of priority
sites was drawn up, based on
their level of irreplaceability
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The Mediterranean Basin
retains only around 5%
of its natural vegetation
(carnifex82; flickr.com)

and the immediacy of the
threats to them, with further
priority given to those lacking
protection. Of the 70 sites
selected, 50 are unprotected,
eight partially protected,

and only 12 fully protected.
Seven contain some of the last
remaining pristine coastlines in
the Mediterranean Basin.
The Regional
Implementation Team (RIT)—
whose job is to establish a
cohesive portfolio of grants
and manage relationships
between CEPF and grantees
in the region—is managed
by Liz Smith, who is based at
BirdLife’s Secretariat.
“One of the advantages
we have is that the RIT
programme officers have
been able to make use of the
BirdLife Partnership structure,
including contacts between
national Partners at regional
level, and between Partners
and smaller NGOs within
countries”,.
“Another is that there is so
much experience in the team.
The programme officers have
been working in their regions
for decades, and really know
the people they are dealing
with. This makes our day to
work not only easier but also a
pleasure”.
CEPF works by awarding
grants to civil society
organisations including NGOs,
universities, the private sector
and others who are engaged, or
want to engage, in conservation
work for priority sites and
species. Some are established
international organisations, but
priority is given to building the
capacity of local organisations,
particularly new or emerging
groups in places where civil
society involvement is weak.

Large grants are allocated
and administered by CEPF,
with BirdLife working
alongside them to support the
projects. Small grants projects
are selected and administered
by BirdLife.
Because of the hotspot’s
vast area, it has been divided
into three sub-regions: The
Balkans, Middle East and
North Africa. Of these, the
Balkans, and to a lesser
extent the Middle East, are
oversubscribed with projects,
because of high levels of
conservation awareness and
existing capacity. In several
North African countries,
however, civil society remains
underdeveloped, or is
struggling to rebuild itself and
be recognised, often against
a background of suspicion of
external involvement.
“It’s an exciting time in
the region”, says Liz. “We
have given grants to NGOs
founded within the last year or
so. For example, in Libya we
have given a small grant to the
Libyan Society for Birds. This
is a great opportunity for them,
because it is the first grant of
this size they have received,
and gives them a chance to
really prove themselves. We are
currently the only organisation
that has directly funded an
environmental NGO in the
country.”
“We will also help NGOs
like this after CEPF funding
finishes by building up
their financial capacity, and
writing policy and procedural

SPNL (BirdLife in Lebanon)
is supporting NGOs at Al
Shouf Cedars, Lebanon’s
largest nature reserve, in
their campaign against
unsustainable hunting.
The BirdLife Partner already
supports the Al Shouf
Cedar Society in running
the reserve, and is now
helping a small new NGO,
Environment for Life,
to raise the awareness
of local communities,
local authority and law
enforcement officers
of the damage done by
uncontrolled hunting, and
how to fight it.
documents with them. So
when the next funder comes
along, they can produce all
this, as well as the evidence of
successful projects. Some small
NGOs are well established, but
most can benefit from a little bit
of help to make them stronger.”
“Different political
situations are reflected in
capacity”, adds Awatef Abiadh,
RIT Programme Officer for
North Africa. “Morocco
and Tunisia have quite well
developed civil society, with
some capacity in management
and implementation. Algeria
has some civil society but
capacity is weak. In Libya, civil
society was forbidden under
Gaddafi, and while NGOs
have been emerging since 2011,
they have no experience of
preparing work plans. Unlike
the other subregions, many of
our projects have European

LEFT Awatef Abiadh (second from right) Programme Officer for North Africa meeting with members of a civil
society group in Algeria (Awatef Abiadh)
BELOW A group of White Stork Ciconia ciconia feeding along the Boufekrane River in Morocco (Awatef Abiadh)
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ABOVE Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer in Montenegro, this
species is endemic to the Balkans and the Middle East (Borut Rubinc)

ABOVE European Green Lizard Lacerta viridis is a common species across
the Mediterranean (Borut Rubinc)
BELOW School children in Tunisia learning about birds (Pierre Carret)

18

NGOs providing support to
local organisations.”
The Libyan Society for
Birds’s (LSB) project is to raise
awareness of the importance of
KBAs among people in Tobruk
and around the proposed
Ain Al Ghazalah Marine
Protected Area. The target
groups include imams, often
the most influential people in
their communities. LSB will
also establish an environmental
club for schools. “We’re aiming
for sustainability”, says Awat.
“Organisations involved in
CEPF will continue to work
with the new NGOs in Libya
after the CEPF projects end.”
A larger project in Libya
involves Camargue-based
Tour du Valat, the leading
authority on the conservation of
Mediterranean wetlands, which
is setting up site support groups
at eight important wetlands in
Tunisia, Morocco, Libya and
Algeria. The aim is to involve
the local communities, who use
the wetlands for subsistence
and livelihoods, in conservation
and bird monitoring. Tour de
Valat has been working at the
sites since September 2013, and
groups are already monitoring
the waterbirds.
As part of another large
grant project, run by IUCN,
protected area managers from
North African countries will
travel to Jordan to compare
their respective management
approaches. Following a
historic agreement with
Jordan’s government, the Royal
Society for the Conservation
of Nature (RSCN; BirdLife in
Jordan) manages the country’s
protected areas.
After establishing the
nature reserve at Wadi Mujib,
to the east of the Dead Sea, in
1987, RSCN at first managed
it with little consultation
with local people, but soon
began to realise the value
of community engagement.
This approach, involving the
integration of conservation
with sustainable social and
economic development, led
to the declaration of Mujib
as a Biosphere reserve by

UNESCO in 2011. A large
grant from CEPF will enable
RSCN to adopt an even more
collaborative approach while
developing the next phase
of the management plan for
Mujib Reserve, as well as
improving the capacity of local
civil society organisations,
and exploring socio-economic
development opportunities.
But Sharif Jbour, CEPF
RIT Programme Officer for the
Middle East, is perhaps more
excited by the potential of a
small grant project which ran
for just six months, and came
to a successful conclusion in
December 2013. The Green
Fodder Pilot Project was
developed at Faqou village
at the edge of Wadi Mujib.
Jordan-based NGO the United
Society for Developing Water
Resources and Environment
(USDWE) worked with the
sheep-farmers of Faqou’s
Agricultural Cooperative
Association to install a
hydroponic green fodder
unit. This uses a fraction of
the water required for openirrigation fodder cultivation,
and provides a year-round
supply of fodder of a much
higher nutritional quality than
the villager’s sheep would find
by grazing in the Biosphere
reserve. The unit has been
handed over to the villagers,
though RSCN among others
will continue to provide
technical support.
“This is making livestock
less dependent on vegetation
in parts of the reserve where
grazing is allowed, and
resulting in the cessation of all
grazing in some areas”, Sharif
explains. “The vegetation
cover is already regenerating,
which is good for seed- and
insect-eating birds, and small
mammals. We hope we will
see the green fodder project
replicated everywhere in
Jordan, because overgrazing is
a national problem.”
If overexploitation of
natural resources is the
issue for the Middle East,
the problems in the Balkans
often stem from rapid and
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under-regulated development,
including wind farms
on sensitive sites, tourist
complexes in coastal areas of
exceptional biodiversity value,
and dams and hydropower
infrastructure in the
mountains. There is also, as in
much of the Mediterranean, an
unsustainable level of hunting
with deep cultural roots.
Several of these problems
are exemplified at Ulcinj
Salina, on the coast of
Montenegro, one of the most
important sites for migratory
waterbirds in the Eastern
Mediterranean. Occupied
by a saltworks which had
become uneconomic, the 15
km 2 site was sold to an investor
for a knockdown price, and
reappeared on the market
with a new plan allowing the
conversion of one-third of the
site into a luxury tourist resort.
Fortunately no one was willing
to pay the €250 million asking
price. CZIP, the new BirdLife
Partner in Montenegro, had
been working at Ulcinj Salina
for many years, and with the
support of BirdLife and other
international conservation
organisations succeeded in
persuading the government
to protect the site from
development, at least for the
next ten years.
Borut Rubinic, RIT
Programme Officer for the
Balkans, is based at the offices
of BirdLife’s Slovenian Partner
DOPPS. As Balkan Partner
development officer, he helped
CZIP evolve from a purely
voluntary organisation to a
professional NGO with nine
permanent staff. With this
new status, CZIP successfully

applied for a CEPF large grant
to promote alternative and
more sustainable livelihoods
at Ulcinj Salina. The project
proposal took its inspiration
from Seèovlje Salina Nature
Park in Slovenia, which
successfully combines nature
and culture tourism with
manufacture of a range of
luxury salt-based goods,
including cosmetics.
So far, CZIP has renovated
part of a museum and giftshop,
replaced fences and stairs on
the watchtowers, and built an
access bridge. Brochures and
a website will promote Ulcinj
Salina as a bird watching and
ecotourism destination, and
CZIP will host a Salt Festival
in August 2014, where, among
other activities, people will be
able to make their own salt.
In future, people may also be
able to visit a spa and wallow in
mud renowned for its healing
properties.
At the same time, CZIP
will be tackling the problem
of illegal hunting. “There are
2000 hunters in this small area
alone,” says Borut. “The salina
is rich in ducks and geese,
shorebirds and passerines, and
shooting them persists as a very
stubborn local tradition.”
Ulcinj Salina is part of the
delta of the Bojana river, which
forms the border with Albania.
The coastal wetlands on the
Albanian side are part of the
same ecological complex, but
have been seriously degraded
by conversion to farmland, and
also suffer extensive hunting.
Borut looks forward to a time
when people on both sides
of the border will be able to
get round the same table to

Lake Skadar on the border of Montenegro and Albania holds
a small breeding population of the Vulnerable Dalmatian
Pelican Pelecanus crispus, the northernmost breeding colony
of this species. The colony is struggling because of constant
disturbance. Led by French NGO Noé Conservation, a CEPF
large grant project aims to protect the colony and improve
breeding success, with patrols by National Park guards, and
floating nesting platforms to reduce the impact of water level
changes. Other Partners in the project include CZIP (BirdLife in
Montenegro), Tour du Valat, the Association for Protection of
Aquatic Wildlife in Albania (APAWA), and the Natural History
Museum of Montenegro.
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SPEA (BirdLife in Portugal) is supporting a local NGO in the
Cape Verde Islands in its efforts to restore, and remove invasive
alien species from, the island of Santa Luzia. The island is
uninhabited, but extensively used by local fishermen, some
of whom have joined the NGO, Biosfera 1, while others will
cooperate with the project. The aim, once the island is clear
of invasive predators, and biosecurity protocols have been
agreed with fishermen and other visitors, is the possible
translocation of a population of the Critically Endangered Raso
Lark Alauda razae.
The Critically Endangered
Raso Lark is endemic to
the Cape Verde Islands
(Edwin Winkel)

discuss plans for the sustainable
development and management
of the entire delta.
Already, CEPF investment
is improving cooperation at
another transboundary site,
known as Skadar Lake to
Montenegrins, Shkodra to
Albanians, and Scutari to the
rest of the world. The Bojana
flows out of the lake to the
coast, and many birds that use
the lake—such as the breeding
Dalmatian Pelicans—also use
the coastal wetlands.
Montenegro has a welldeveloped infrastructure for the
management of its two-third
share of the lake, which is a
National Park. The protection
and regulation is much less
developed on the Albanian side.
Relations between communities
on either side of the border have
not always been good, although
as Borut wryly points out, a
tradition of fuel smuggling
showed that cooperation was
possible. A small grant enabled
the NGO Green Home to bring
the communities together for
a very productive workshop,
backed by national park and
environment authorities,

international NGOs. Now
Green Home and other NGOs
from both sides of the border
are working on an IUCN-led
large grant project for the longterm sustainable management
of the lake.
The result will be an
enduring partnership of
people from many different
backgrounds, working together
to restore a critical ecosystem
and minimise the negative
impact of essential economic
development.
“This same outcome can
be expected wherever CEPF is
investing in the region; making
civil society stronger and more
effective, and establishing
cooperation between
conservation organisations and
local people”, says Liz Smith.
“This work and the
investment involved will make
sure that the Mediterranean
Basin remains one of the
planet’s biodiversity hotspots;
and with greater understanding
and public awareness it could
even become one of the best
known.”

WB

by Nick Langley
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Saffron-cowled Blackird, logo of the AVJCFfunded Southern Cone Grasslands Alliance
(R Moller Jensen)

Since the relationship began
at BirdLife’s World Congress
in 2004, the Aage V. Jensen
Charity Foundation has
become one of BirdLife’s most
important donors, supporting
the conservation work of 46
BirdLife Partners, as well as
BirdLife’s core scientific work
and programmes.
Grants from the Aage V.
Jensen Charity Foundation
(AVJCF) have allowed BirdLife
Partners both to tackle many
conservation issues at a broad
landscape scale and to share
these experiences with the wider
global Partnership, so increasing
the reach and multiplying the
impact of the original projects.
AVJCF support has also allowed
the Partnership to trial pilot
approaches to conservation,
which can then be applied in
other places. For example, the
community forest management
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model developed in Fiji is
being taken up by other forestdependent communities across
the Pacific.
The AVJCF-supported
Local Conservation Groups
project has established many
local livelihood projects around
the world. Because these
provide benefits for people as
well as nature, neighbouring
communities are adopting
them. Moreover, the BirdLife
Partnership is applying the
lessons learned at sites facing
similar challenges in other parts
of the world.
The collaboration with
the AVJCF has also enabled
the BirdLife Partnership to
identify and work towards
protecting more than 3,000 sites
for the conservation of marine
biodiversity.
This constructive
relationship has born further

fruit with the AVJCF’s recently
granting funds for four new
proposals from BirdLife. Two
are continuations of existing
projects: the Southern Cone
Grasslands Alliance, which is
helping to make nature-friendly
cattle ranching economically
viable once again; and the further
development of State of the
World’s Birds, which has evolved
into a very effective tool both
for advocacy and for publicising
conservation best practice.
Two new projects—
addressing forest conservation
in Vietnam, and the protection
of nature and culture in Iraq’s
Mesopotamian Marshes—
have the potential to some
unique nature and habitats.
They are also exciting because
they represent the first time
that AVJCF has supported
BirdLife’s work in Asia and the
Middle East.

Building sustainability
of natural grasslands
ranching in the South
American Pampas
In 2006, BirdLife created the
Southern Cone Grasslands
Alliance (Alianza de Pastizal
del Conosur), with initial
support AVJCF The aim was
“to conserve the Southern
Cone natural grasslands
through coordinated actions
between Uruguay, Paraguay,
Brazil and Argentina, including
producers, civil society
organisations, academia
and governments, within a
framework of harmonic and
sustainable development in the
region”.
The Southern Cone
Grasslands (or Pampas) cover
an area of one million km 2. One
of the richest areas of grassland
in the world, they are noted for
their diversity of plants and
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grassland-dependent birds.
Fifteen Pampas bird species
are threatened with extinction,
including Saffron-cowled
Blackbird Xanthopsar flavus,
which the Grasslands Alliance
has adopted as its logo. These
grasslands are also key to the
conservation of many longdistance migrants like Buffbreasted Sandpiper Tryngites
subruficollis and American
Golden Plover Pluvialis
dominica, which breed in the
North American tundra.
Traditionally used for
free-range cattle ranching,
these grasslands, like many
others in the world, are being
lost increasingly to intensive
agriculture. Currently, less than
2% of the Pampas Grasslands
are included within Protected
Areas, and the fate of the
remaining natural grasslands
is dependent on private
landowners, particularly cattle
ranchers. But cattle ranching
and the traditional “gaucho”
culture are in decline, unable
to compete with intensive
beef farming and economic
forces which are driving the
conversion of grassland for
commodity crops and tree
plantations.
In the eight years since it
was founded, the Southern
Cone Grasslands Alliance has
achieved some notable results.
More than 70 ranches and other
businesses have joined the
Alliance, covering a total area
of 194,500 ha and ensuring the
maintenance of at least 100,000

ha of natural grasslands. Best
management practices and
a standard for biodiversityfriendly beef certification have
been developed.
Further investment is
required to build upon these
achievements and to ensure
that sufficient capacity,
technical skills and awareness
exist to safeguard the
sustainability of the initiative.
The new phase of the project
focuses on economic incentive
schemes that will enable
ranchers to continue grazing
cattle in a way that sustains
both populations of grassland
birds of conservation concern
as well as the traditional
“gaucho” culture.
This project will further
integrate biodiversity
conservation into the Pampas
production landscape. Through
the implementation of a
best management practices
certification scheme, as well as
the application of additional
market, tax and credit-based
incentives, the biodiversity
value of 700,000 ha of natural
grasslands will be improved,
traditional cultural values
associated with ranching
maintained or enhanced, and
income increased, enabling
producers to resist pressures
to convert their land to crop
production. Implementing a
best management practices
certification scheme, and
applying additional market,
tax and credit-based incentives,
will improve the biodiversity

Greater Rhea thrives on the traditionally-managed cattle ranches which
the Southern Cone Grassland project promotes (A Parera)
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value of 700,000 ha of natural
grasslands, maintain or
enhance traditional cultural
values associated with
ranching, and increase income,
enabling producers to resist
pressures to convert their land
to crop production. There will
be agreements with at least
two meat distributors to sell
the Alliance’s certified birdfriendly beef, together with
national and international
marketing campaigns.

Changing the landscape
of forest conservation
in Vietnam
The few fragments of forest
that remain in the Annamese
lowlands Endemic Bird
Area (EBA) of north-central
Vietnam are threatened by
clearance for agriculture,
overexploitation of wood
for fuel and other resources,
as well as intensive hunting.
Yet, they still support an
exceptional concentration
of extremely threatened
biodiversity, including
Critically Endangered
Edwards’s Pheasant Lophura
edwardsi, Saola Pseudoryx
nghetinhensis (a Critically
Endangered forest antelope),
and the Endangered Redshanked Douc Langur
Pygathrix nemaeus.
The two Protected Areas
within the range of these
species are under resourced
and suffer from hunting, illegal
logging and disturbance.
BirdLife has identified a

third, unprotected, area, Khe
Nuoc Trong in Quang Binh
Province, which is relatively
undisturbed, contiguous with
other forest areas, and offers
the best prospects for saving
the lowland biodiversity. It is
a state managed Watershed
Protection Forest, meaning
that forest vegetation is
protected, but wildlife
conservation is not part of the
mandate.
Upgrading the Watershed
Protection Forest to a Nature
Reserve has been proposed,
but rejected as being beyond
national and provincial
budgets. Even where achieved,
Nature Reserve designation
elsewhere in the Truong Son
lowlands has only slowed,
not stopped, declines in
biodiversity.
Therefore, a new
management model is needed.
AVJCF support will enable
Viet Nature Conservation
Center to secure a 30 year
lease on an 800 ha parcel
of forest. The management
agreement covers the whole
20,000 ha of Khe Nuoc Trong,
with the option for further
leases (up to the whole area)
if necessary. The forest will
be managed in collaboration
with Government, in a unique
partnership. Viet Nature’s
involvement is strongly
welcomed, since it relieves
Government of a significant
burden.
Leasing a forest parcel
provides a far stronger

Siamese Fireback, one of the pheasant species to benefit from the unique
government-NGO forest conservation partnership in Vietnam (Viet Nature)
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Living landscapes for nature and people

TOP The fragments of forest remaining in the lowlands of northcentral Vietnam support an exceptional concentration of threatened
biodiversity (Viet Nature)
BOTTOM Local people who previously hunted protected species like the
Red-shanked Douc Langur have welcomed Viet Nature’s work to develop
alternative livelihoods (Viet Nature)

as a nature reserve after the
lease period. Thirty years of
management as a sustainably
financed nature reserve will set
a tradition of conservation for
the area, having demonstrated
its long term value.
This is the first such project
on this scale by a Vietnamese
conservation NGO. It has
the potential to be scaled up
in the lowlands landscape in
central Vietnam and replicated
elsewhere in the country and
wider region through BirdLife’s
Forests of Hope programme.
Viet Nature will host and
attend Asia region Forests
of Hope meetings, as well as
other meetings and events, to
promote Khe Nuoc Trong lease
programme as a model for
forest conservation.
The funding will also
support key appointments at
Viet Nature and help to develop
the capacity of project staff,
making a significant investment
in the future of nature
conservation in Vietnam.

Protecting the natural
and cultural heritage of
the Lower Mesopotamian
Marshes: Empowering
Iraq’s first National Park

conservation opportunity
than the alternative of a comanagement agreement with
Government covering the
whole site. The leased land will
raise site-wide management
standards by acting as a
nucleus and demonstration
of conservation management.
Stronger management control
will give Viet Nature the
ability to address threats and
invest in innovative long term
management methods, such as
sustainable rattan cultivation.
Khe Nuoc Trong forest
is uninhabited, so there
are no official land use and
ownership issues. However,
poor communities belonging to
the Van Kieu ethnic minority
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live around the forest; some hunt
protected wildlife, or collect
forest products for themselves
or for sale. Law enforcement
and awareness raising on
wildlife protection rules are
part of the conservation
approach. Moreover, Viet
Nature is leading work around
Khe Nuoc Trong to develop
alternative livelihoods to these
communities, and opportunities
for them to participate in forest
management. These initiatives
are strongly welcomed by the
Van Kieu because of the benefits
that they have already brought
and will continue to bring.
Viet Nature will seek to
include a condition that the site
will continue to be managed

The Lower Mesopotamian
Marshes are among the most
important wetland systems in
the Middle East, supporting
both a huge diversity of nature
and the unique traditional
way of life of the Ma’dan
marsh dwellers. This AVJCFsupported project, the first

in the Middle East, will work
directly with the Ma’dan,
helping to increase their
income, and to protect their
cultural and natural heritage
within the framework of Iraq’s
first, recently declared Central
Marshland National Park.
Two restricted range
species, the Basra Reedwarbler Acrocephalus griseldis
(Endangered) and Iraq
Babbler Turdoides altirostris,
are endemic to the marshes.
A further two widespread
waterbirds, Little Grebe
Tachybaptus ruficollis and
African Darter Anhinga rufa,
have subspecies endemic to
this EBA. Endemic mammals
include Bunn’s Short-tailed
Bandicoot Rat Erythronesokia
bunnii, Mesopotamian Gerbil
Gerbillus mesopotamiae and a
subspecies of smooth-coated
otter, Lutrogale perspicillata
maxwelli. The marshes are also
important for concentrations of
breeding and wintering water
birds, including Marbled Teal
Marmaronetta angustirostris
and Dalmatian Pelican
Pelecanus crispus.
The Ma’dan marsh
dwellers, descendants of the
ancient Sumerians, still live in
reed villages and depend on
the natural resources of the
area, through hunting, fishing,
reed cutting, and raising water
buffalos. Extensive drainage
projects in the 1990s made life
increasingly difficult for the
Ma’dan, forcing hundreds of
thousands of them to leave

The AVJCF-supported project in Iraq will support the cultural heritage of
the Ma’dan marsh dwellers (Nature Iraq)
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The Endangered Basra Reed-warbler has increased since the re-flooding
of the Mesopotamian Marshes began (Mudhafar Salim, Nature Iraq)

their homelands. Since 2003
the marshes have been partially
re-flooded, and the Ma’dan
have begun to return. But
the increased population, the
impact of upstream damming
of the Euphrates and Tigris
and other factors, have led to
overuse of the marshes’ natural
resources.
Nature Iraq (BirdLife
Partner) has been collecting
information on biodiversity
and socio-economic conditions
in the marshes since it was
founded in 2004, and has led
the development of the Central
Marshland National Park
Management Plan. The Plan
highlights the need to improve
the socio-economic conditions
of the Ma’dan, and to preserve
their culture while ensuring
more sustainable use of natural
resources.
The project will enable
Nature Iraq to work in
collaboration with the
Ma’dan and with relevant
government bodies, including
the Ministry of Environment,
Ministry of Water Resources
and local councils, to ensure
effective implementation of
the Management Plan, and
the protection of wildlife and
cultural heritage within the
new National Park.
The project will also
increase the level of
participation by the Ma’dan,
particularly women, in the
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market economy. It will
improve access to local and
regional markets increase
the incomes that fishermen,
craft workers, responsible
reed harvesters and buffalo
herders derive from sustainably
produced goods, and
discourage unsustainable
practices that harm wildlife
and the environment.
The capacity of government
officials and members of
communities in and around
the National Park will
be strengthened through
establishing and empowering
Central Marsh Local
Conservation Groups (LCGs),
also enabling more effective
and appropriate hunting and
natural resource regulations to
be formulated and enforced.
The successful management
of the National Park will
ultimately lend weight to
proposals for the declaration of
more Protected Areas within
the greater wetland ecosystem
of the Mesopotamian Marshes.
It will also demonstrate the
socio-economic advantages
of good Protected Areas
management to communities
and Government.

Building on State of the
World’s Birds
BirdLife’s ground breaking
State of the World’s Birds
(SoWB), updated, improved
and expanded over the last

decade through support from
AVJCF, underpins much
of the conservation and
advocacy work of the BirdLife
Partnership. It has been widely
acclaimed as a model for
policy relevant biodiversity
assessment, and is used by
governments, businesses
and wider society to guide
critical decisions relating to
biodiversity conservation.
SoWB provides powerful
tools for underpinning
advocacy, influencing decisionmaking and designing
evidence-based action on the
ground on local-to-global
scales. It takes full advantage
of the BirdLife Partnership’s
ability, through its grassroots
network of skilled volunteers,
to collect data on birds
worldwide, to learn from
practical experiences and to
share knowledge widely.
Since 2004, with AVJCF
support, SoWB has evolved
from a hard copy report into
a dynamic website offering
hundreds of case studies
which can be easily searched
by region and theme. The
website has been integrated
with the BirdLife Datazone,
making BirdLife’s wealth of
information on species and
sites available alongside the
analysis and interpretation that
SoWB provides.
Two further hard copy
versions of SoWB have been
published (2008 and 2013); and
SoWB has been used to create
a series of influential reports
providing clear guidance to
international conventions,
governments and policy makers
concerned with biodiversity
conservation.
During 2010, a new
‘Spotlight on ...‘ section of
the website was introduced,
allowing users to find case
studies connected to specific
areas of interest more quickly.
Where possible, Spotlights are
linked to major global events.
For example, the Spotlights
on IBAs and Indicators were
launched to coincide with the
tenth Conference of the Parties
(COP10) to the Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD),
held in Nagoya, Japan.
In 2012, BirdLife released
the new Country Profiles
section of the website,
providing much improved
access to existing data. By
the end of that year, over 300
high quality national, regional
and global case studies were
available, and more than 37,500
people had used the SoWB
website, a 40% increase from
2011.
As well as supporting the
further development of the
SoWB website as a research,
capacity building and advocacy
tool, and a means of sharing
conservation best practice
through case studies, the new
AVJCF funding will enable
BirdLife to produce a targeted
publication in SoWB format for
the 6th World Parks Congress,
and to contribute to Global
Biodiversity Outlook 4, the
2014 Millennium Development
Goals report, and the
Intergovernmental Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services.

WB

by Nick Langley

Once again we are immensely
appreciative to the AVJCF board
and staff for working with
us to save species, conserve
sites and habitats, encourage
sustainability and most
importantly of all, empower
people for positive change.
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More than a million raptors
pass through the Batumi
bottleneck each autumn
(Christian Gelpke)

Thirteen teams of adrenalincharged birders will step boldly
into the Eilat night at midnight
on 31 March, as they cross the
start line of a unique, new, bird
race.
Champions of the Flyway
is the brainchild of SPNI
(BirdLife in Israel) and will
raise conservation funds to
help BirdLife Partners tackle
the illegal killing of birds in
Southern and Eastern Europe.
Supporting BirdLife’s
Flyways Programme, the event
celebrates the extraordinary
miracle of migration in this
spectacular part of the Great
Rift Valley as thousands of
migratory storks, raptors and
passerines rush north towards
their breeding grounds.
The racers come from a
multitude of different countries
and include many high profile
characters. Each is reaching
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out to their own community
to raise awareness and
sponsorship for the cause.
Jonathan Meyrav, Tourism
Director of SPNI’s Israel
Ornithological Center said,
“Champions of the Flyway
isn’t just a fun race for avid
birders; it also carries a strong
message for bird lovers and
naturalists everywhere. While
most of us enjoy wild birds in
beautiful settings, millions of
birds are slaughtered every
year as they migrate to and
from their breeding grounds.
The numbers killed by illegal
hunting and trapping is
staggering and truly worrying.”
SPNI and BirdLife are
pleased to announce that the
first recipients of funding
generated by the Champions of
the Flyway Bird Race will
be Bird Conservation Georgia
(BCG)—an NGO that was

established through a merger
between the Georgia Centre for
the Conservation of WildLife
(BirdLife in Georgia) and the
Batumi Raptor Count (BRC).
The conservation action
BCG are undertaking will help
preserve the miracle of migration
at the Batumi Gorge in Ajara
Autonomous Republic, Georgia.
The ‘Batumi bottleneck’
in south-west Georgia is an
area of the utmost importance
for migratory birds. Every
autumn a huge concentration of
southbound soaring migrants
get funnelled through the
narrow stretch between the
Black Sea’s east-coast and the
high mountains of the Lesser
Caucasus.
With more than one million
migrating raptors of up to
35 species passing through
the area at this time, it is simply
the greatest bottleneck for

migrating birds of prey in all
Eurasia.
Research has shown that
around ten thousand birds
of prey fall victim to illegal
shooting here each autumn,
as European Honey-buzzard
Pernis apivoros and ‘Steppe’
Buzzards Buteo buteo vulpinus,
Montagu’s Circus pygargus and
Pallid Harriers C. macrourus,
Eurasian Accipiter nisus and
Levant Sparrowhawks A.
brevipes and various eagles
and other raptors pass low
through the gorge, unwittingly
presenting themselves as easy
targets.
Bird Conservation
Georgia takes a novel approach
to tackling the illegal killing
here and strives to work with,
rather than against, local
communities in order to reduce
hunting pressure through
mutually beneficial actions.
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Monies raised by the
Champions of the Flyway bird
race will now go directly
towards their innovative on-theground conservation activities
and help them advance these on
several fronts. (Find out more
at www.champions-of-theflyway.com)
Each year, volunteers
are invited to attend Batumi
Raptor Camp and participate
in BCG’s work recording the
extraordinary passage of
migrants that takes place there
in the spring and autumn.
Visitors stay with local families
and bring valuable ecotourism
revenue to the economy. The
many volunteer raptor counters
considerably swell the ranks
of the professional scientists
at Batumi and their ‘Citizen
Science’ contribution helps
expand the scale of monitoring
that is now possible.
With support raised
through Champions of the
Flyway, they will also engage
receptive local hunters and
falconers as ‘ambassadors
for conservation’, to raise
awareness among their
peers of the consequence
of their current actions and
the significant ecotourism
opportunities that a
change of attitude and
behaviour presents.
The falconers BCG are
engaging with stand side by
side with hunters on the high
ridges overlooking the Batumi
Gorge. The art of falconry is
long established in Georgian
culture and, being highly
skilled, its exponents are
revered as ‘wise men of the hills’
by most modern hunters toting
guns. As such, falconers are
ideally placed to ‘act from the
inside’ encouraging a reduction
in the generally indiscriminate
and unsustainable shooting that
takes place.
With larger falcons such
as Peregrines Falco peregrinus
and Sakers F. cherrug hard to
come by, local falconers in the
area mainly hunt with Eurasian
Sparrowhawks. The nets they
use to catch them also trap
other birds of prey that are
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unsuitable for training, such
as Levant Sparrowhawks and
various harriers. In previous
years, such birds would just be
killed but now, the falconers
BCG work with are being
trained to ring ‘unwanted’
birds of prey before releasing
them back into the wild.
Bird Conservation
Georgia also engages with
schoolchildren and other
members of the general public,
awakening them to the miracle
of migration, their rich natural
heritage and the scale and
importance of the incredible
migration of raptors that is
passing overhead. Batumi
Raptor Count provides an
ideal opportunity for children
to participate in field trips
and BCG also engages more
widely through regular school
visits and workshops held with
older members of the local
community.
The influx of eco-tourism
that Batumi Raptor Count
brings to the area is now eagerly
awaited by locals. Continued
international publicity of the
events, that stimulates more
visitors, is another important
part of Bird Conservation
Georgia’s plans. If you’d
like to take part in Batumi
Raptor Count visit www.
batumiraptorcount.org

ABOVE Thanks to the project, incidences of hunting are decreasing
(Bert Willaert)
BELOW Local children can come and look at the amazing site above their
villages through visiting birders’ optics (Kalle Meller)
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To support and sponsor
the BirdLife/Swarovski
team at the Champions
of the Flyway bird race go
to www.justgiving.com/
Champions-of-the-Flyway
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Urgent appeal for Tahiti Monarch
We need to quickly raise £33,000 to
ensure a future for this species
Threatened by invasive introduced species, with
your help we can make a difference
Your support can provide:
■ £15 will run a rat baiting-station for the next
three months as eggs hatch.
■ £30 will run a rat baiting-station for six months
as chicks leave the nest for the first time.
■ £60 will run a rat baiting-station for a whole
year so fledglings can mature in safety and return to the breeding sites next season to raise
their own young.

To support this appeal for
Tahiti Monarch please visit now:

tinyurl.com/monarch-appeal
December
March 20142008
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One of the most rewarding
things I’ve found working for
BirdLife, is when our supporters
approach me, not only with a
direct financial contribution
but also to offer their specialist
business skills and knowledge.
The ever-growing community of
Species Champions supporting
the BirdLife Preventing
Extinctions Programme has
become a particularly rich
source of innovators, many
conceiving extremely novel
ways to help us generate new
conservation revenue.
In this March 2014 edition
of World Birdwatch, we are
pleased to announce the
latest initiative of this kind—
Collectibles for Conservation—
which we are delighted to
launch in association with
leading international philatelic
dealers, Cover Story.
Ever since the first British
Penny Black and Two Penny
Blues were issued in 1840 there
has been an immense public
interest in international postal
ephemera. The huge variety
of attractive stamps, letters
and picture postcards that
have been issued, written and

delivered, connecting people in
every corner of the world soon
became objects of fascination,
value and desire. An entire
industry subsequently grew up
around servicing amateur and
professional collectors keen to
acquire these often beautiful and
sometimes rare postal items.
Alongside the legendary
Penny Black, the rather rarer
and more valuable Two Penny
Blues were the first adhesive
postage stamps to be issued
when they came into circulation
in May, 1840. The fine pair at
the head of this article are
currently valued at £500.
However, over time
fashions change and many
lovingly compiled and muchtreasured collections have now
been passed down to younger
generations – many of whom are
less interested in their parents’
and grandparent’s acquisitive
pastimes. When this happens,
collectibles and collections are
often stored carefully away and,
while not forgotten entirely,
usually remain hidden, deep in
a cupboard or drawer, without
seeing the light for many years
on end.

This particularly attractive example of an early
colour court postcard that was sent from Worthing in
1899 is now valued at £20.

We hope that through
BirdLife’s new Collectibles for
Conservation initiative some
of these items might now be
brought back into the light and
donated to us to turn into muchneeded conservation revenue.
Do you have any collectibles
that you’d like to offer to us to
turn into conservation action?
If so, we are waiting for your call.
Our expert partner in this
venture—Cover Story—was
founded by BirdLife Species
Champion, Daniel Mirecki in
1996 and specialises in philatelic
items from stamp collections
through to postal history (old
letters with postmarks and/
or stamp interest) and picture
postcards. Daniel and his
colleagues at Cover Story have
offered to act entirely free of
commission and utilise their
extensive network of industry
contacts to help us realise the
best value from any collectibles
that are donated to the scheme.
In addition to postal items,
Collectibles for Conservation will
also embrace old photographs,
ephemera, coins, banknotes
and medals. Cover Story has
developed relationships with

High quality registered covers like this example sent from the
Falkland Islands to Canada in 1897 are highly sought after by
collectors. This one is now valued at £2,000.

experts in these items too
and has also negotiated zero
commission with selected
sympathetic leading auction
houses to maximise the
conservation revenue that
might be obtained for us.
Our intention is that the
majority of collectibles that are
donated will be sold through
auction with proceeds coming
directly to Birdlife. All items
can be sent directly to Birdlife
International’s offices in
Cambridge or to Cover Story’s
offices in London and each will
be receipted.
For higher value properties,
contributors will be advised
of their likely realisations
wherever possible prior to
auction. In cases where donated
collectibles are of smaller value,
we will need to group them
together in order for them to be
acceptable for auction.
Please send any collectibles
you wish to donate to
BirdLife c/o Collectibles
for Conservation, BirdLife
International, Welbrook Court,
Girton Road, Cambridge, CB3
ONA or c/o Collectibles for
Conservation, Cover Story Ltd,
7a Redcliffe Place, London
SW10 9DB.
If you want to check
whether any collectible items
you own might be of interest
and value before sending them
to us as a donation, please
contact either Jim Lawrence
jim.lawrence@birdlife.org
(01223 279 857) at BirdLife
or, for specialised advice and
valuations; Daniel Mirecki at
Cover Story. daniel_mirecki@
talk21.com (0207 7950133 /
0208 4464422).
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Jim Lawrence
BirdLife Global Programme
Development Manager
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